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the Mongols  outside Baghdad  in A.D. 1258 that of the
'Abbdsids.   Between these three battles, moreover, there

was a remarkable point of similarity in  the
pamiid"8         splendour and apparent strength of the defenders

and the squalor and seeming weakness of their
assailants. The similarity in this respect between the battles
of Q&disiyya and Baghdad has been noticed in a well-known
passage of the Kitdbu'l-FakhrP, to which the following,-
account of the battle of Gulndbid by Hanway2 forms a
remarkable parallel:

"The sun had just appeared on the horizon when the armies began
to observe each other with that curiosity so natural on these dreadful
occasions. The Persian army just come out of the capital, being com-
posed of whatever was most brilliant at court, seemed as if it had been
formed rather to make a show than to fight. The riches and variety of
their arms and vestments, the beauty of their horses, the gold and
precious stones with which some of their harnesses were covered, and
the richness of their tents contributed to render the Persian camp very
pompous and magnificent

"On the other side there was a much smaller body of soldiers, dis-
figured with fatigue and the scorching heat of the sun. Their clothes
were so ragged and torn in so long a march that they were scarce
sufficient to cover them from the weather, and, their horses being
adorned with only leather and brass, there was nothing glittering about
them but their spears and sabres."

These three great and decisive battles resembled one
another in several respects. In each case a great historic
dynasty, the extent of whose inward decay was
masked by its external splendour, and apparent,
because hitherto unchallenged, strength and
compared and supremacy, collapsed before the fierce onslaught
of a hardy and warlike folk, hitherto hardly
known, or accounted as little better than barbarians; and
in each case the more or less prolonged process of degene-

1  See voL ii of my Lit. Hist., p. 462, for the translation, and pp. 97-8
of Alilwardt's edition for the text of this passage.

2  Revolutions of Persia (London, 1753), vol. i, pp. 104-5.